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SATA’s Mission:
To promote and develop the lifetime
sport of tennis in the Greater San
Antonio area as a means of healthful
recreation, physical fitness, social
connection, sportsmanship and
character building by providing
accessible tennis programs, leagues
and tournaments for all.
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SAN PEDRO SPRINGS
PARK CONSERVANCY

Creating a vibrant and enduring
landmark where the springs, nature,
culture, and history come together. 

Doug McMurry
 SATA City Liaison

San Pedro Springs Park is the oldest park in Texas, and it
needs a little help. It was designated a public park by King
Philip V in 1729. And although it has had several face lifts
since, there is more work to be done. That’s why a group of
dedicated parks advocates recently formed the San Pedro
Springs Parks Conservancy.

A year ago, Councilmember Sukh Kaur organized a steering
committee to work with advocates and stakeholders to form
a conservancy. After several community meetings, the
official kick-off event for the group was held at the park
Wednesday, September 23. SATA and the McFarlin Tennis
Center were represented at the kick-off.

The conservancy’s mission is to “steward a park that
celebrates the rich history, culture, and nature of Texas’
oldest park.” And the group’s vision, as stated on the
organization’s website, is “to create a vibrant and enduring
landmark where the springs, nature, culture, and history
come together.” Your suggestions about how to accomplish
that, including ideas about improving the tennis center, are
welcome. 

Since last fall, the conservancy has been working closely
with the city’s Parks and Recreation Department to finish
the work envisioned in the 2022 bond program which
includes shade structures and renovation of the swimming
pool bathhouse. The group is also working with
stakeholders and neighborhood associations on plans for
the 2027 bond election. Currently, those plans include
preserving the grotto, restoring the Formal Victorian
Garden, and building a major addition to the historic San
Antonio Playhouse.

According to the conservancy chairperson,
Christina Wright, “Texas’s oldest park
deserves better than it’s gotten.” VIA
announced its commitment of $25,000 a
year for three years during the kick-off.
Now, there is a group in place with
financial resources to sustain the effort to
make a good park, a great park. If you
would like to learn more, visit the website
at www.spspconservancy.org

http://www.spspconservancy.org/
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